
Page 1 of 6 
 

 
WEEKLY CONFLICT SUMMARY | 29 June - 5 July 2020 

 
SYRIA SUMMARY 
 
 NORTHWEST| The Turkish-Russian joint patrols continued in Idlib 

Governorate. Turkish and Russian armed forces reinforced their positions 
in Idlib Governorate. There was a decrease in the number of clashes 
involving Government of Syria (GoS) armed forces and GoS-backed militias 
against armed opposition groups.
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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

The joint patrol of Turkish and Russian armed forces along the M4 highway in Idlib 
Governorate continued this week. On 1 July, the 19th joint patrol took off from 
Turnabah in eastern Idlib Governorate and ended near Ghassaniyeh in the 
western outskirts of Jisr al-Shugour.2 The patrol involved land vehicles as well as 
aerial vehicles from both parties.3 This is the first reported patrol involving both 
parties since 16 June when a Russian military vehicle was attacked by an 
improvised explosive device (IED). The Turkish-Russian joint patrols were 
mandated by the 5 March ceasefire agreement and are required to reach Ain al 
Hawr in opposition-controlled territory (see figure 2). As the joint patrols have 
progressed, Turkey has established additional military outposts in the to protect 
the patrols (see below). 
 

 
 

Figure 2: The Turkish-Russian Joint Patrol on the M4 Highway in Idlib Governorate. Data from 
ACLED and The Carter Center.  

 
Turkish and Russian armed forces reinforced their positions in Idlib Governorate. 
On 29 and 30 June, a Turkish convoy entered from the Kafr Lusin border crossing 
into Idlib Governorate and proceeding towards Turkish positions along the 

 
1 Figure 1 denotes dominant actors’ control and influence. Russia, Iran, and Hezbollah maintain a 
presence in Syrian government-controlled territory. Non-state organized armed groups (NSOAG), 
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against President Bashar Assad in Tafas, Dara’a Governorate. 12  On 1 July, 
protesters called for the release of political prisoners in Dara’a City, Dara’a 
Governorate. Demonstrations have been ongoing since 7 June 2020 when 
residents started to protest against deteriorating economic conditions in As-
Sweida Governorate. 
 
On 2 July, 22 members of a gang engaged in kidnapping in Arika, 
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