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WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY

e NORTHWEST | Three Turkish military patrols in the Idleb
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NORTHWEST SYRIA

Government-initiated conflict, namely shelling, in the Idleb pocket remained at an
elevated level this period, with 201 incidents recorded in addition to 211 events
last week. This was despite three Turkish Military patrols in the Al Ais, Jebel
Saman, and Murak areas of the Idleb de-escalation zone on 18, 19, and 23 March.
The Turkish military has conducted a
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https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/trouble-in-paradise-heavy-clashes-breakout-between-hts-and-ahrar-al-sham-in-southern-idlib/
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In addition, there were three improvised explosive device attacks and light arms
fire targeting HTS-affiliated officials in Idleb City on 22 March. The first IED
targeted an HTS commander at the Jarrah roundabout, the second targeted a
Libyan HTS member in the Al Wahdah school, and the third device killed the
Attorney General of the HTS-aligned Salvation Government in the Bustan
Ghannoum area. Unidentified gunmen also killed a civilian administrator of the
Salvation Government at his residence.

While IED activity has been common in the city in the past 12 months, it is
remarkable for so many attacks against HTS-aligned officials to occur within 24
hours. March has seen the highest levels of IED attacks in the city since January
2019 (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Recorded IED activity in Idleb City from January 2018 to March 2019.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL SYRIA

In the south of the country, further attacks against individuals connected with the
government of Syria occurred this week. At least three attacks against former
opposition members who had joined the Syrian military were recorded in
Sanamayn and Muzayrib and Tal Shihab towns. The Popular Resistance group also
claimed the assassination of an Air Force Intelligence official at a checkpoint in
SAIAI OOETC O TAITAO MO KOA. Three days earlier, an unidentified person had targeted
with grenades another Air Force Intelligence officer in the town.

This brings to 34 the number of recorded assassinations against government
personnel in Daraa in 2019. So far this year, reported attacks in the south have
occurred every 2.5 days on average.

Further north, evidence of ISIS activity was detected this week in the Sokhneh
desert of Homs governorate. On 23 March, several bodies were discovered in the
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https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1108811025766383616
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vicinity of Sokhneh town. The next day, ISIS ambushed a Syrian military patrol on
the road between Palmyra and Deir Ez Zor city. Government-aligned media
reported that several Syrian soldiers were killed. The attack occurred just over a
month after the Syrian Army conducted an anti-ISIS
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https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/isis-terrorists-kill-several-syrian-army-soldiers-in-new-ambush/
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/weekly_conflict_summary_04to10feb2019.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-47678742/syrian-democratic-forces-celebrate-end-of-is-in-baghuz
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-backed-sdf-says-islamic-state-caliphate-eliminated-but-challenges-ahead/4845180.html
https://twitter.com/OIRSpox/status/1109869165064740864
https://thedefensepost.com/2019/03/21/sdf-searching-baghuz-last-isis-fighters/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/camp-guards-forced-to-shoot-as-mob-of-isis-women-attacks-0gndptwc0
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/isis-review-2016-2019.pdf
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NORTHEAST | Change in the security environment in the northeast following
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