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WEEKLY CONFLICT SUMMARY | 27 July - 2 August 2020
SYRIA SUMMARY

f NORTHWEST| Turkish sources reported that Egyptian soldiers were
deployed alongside Government of Syria (GoS) armed forces in the region.
Hayyat Tahrir al-Sham consolidated control in Hama Governorate. GoS
AOTAA FI0ARO ATA OEA +O0ALOE OATDIAI OOTOAAGETT STH0 clashed with
armed opposition groups. Turkish-backed armed opposition groups
launched a security campaign in Al-Bab, Aleppo Governorate. GoS-backed
militias clashed with ISIS in Hama Governorate.

f SOUTH & CENTRAL | The United States imposed new sanctions on
individuals and institutions in Syria. GoS implemented new COVID-19
related measures. Attacks against GoS officials and former opposition
FECEOADO ATTOETOAA ET $AOAIA ATA 10-Sweida Governorates. GoS armed
forces and GoS-backed militias continued the military campaign against
ISIS in Homs Governorate.

' NORTHEAST | The Kurdish-led Autonomous Administration (KAA) signed
adeal with an American oil company. The KAA implemented new measures
to stop the spread of COVID-19. GoS armed forces and ISIS clashed in the
region. Unidentified gunmen attacked tribal officials in Deir-ez-Zor
Governorate. The SDF conscription campaign continued in Ar-Raqga
Governorate.
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Figure 1: Dominant actors’ area of control and influence in Syria as of 2 August 2020.-NSOAG stands
for Non-state Organized Armed Groups. Also, please see footnote 1 on page 2.
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with HTS on the Jabal al-Zawiya frontlines in Idlib Governorate. 4 GoS soldiers
were reportedly killed in the clashes. Since the start of the 5 March ceasefire, there
have been 195 reported armed clashes in northwestern Syria (see figure 2).
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Figure 2: Armed clashes in northwest Syria since the 5 March ceasefire. Largest bubble is 12 conflict
events. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.

Clashes broke out in Turkish-held territory after Turkish-backed armed
opposition groups launched a security campaign in Al-Bab, Aleppo Governorate.
On 28 July, the Turkish-backed opposition National Police and SNA attempted to
arrest fugitives in Al-Bab city. The alleged fugitives clashed with the opposition
National Police and SNA, with some of the fugitives apprehended. 8 Al-Bab has
been an area of frequent conflict, with at least 120 reported events since 1 January
2020.

GoS-backed militias® clashed with ISIS in Hama Governorate. On 28 July, ISIS
attacked several GoS-backed militia checkpoints in Ithariyah, Hama Governorate.
5 GoS-backed militiamen were killed in the clashes. This attack coincided with ISIS
attacks in central and northeastern Syria (see below). To date in 2020, there have
been 17 ISIS related conflict events in Hama Governorate, with 8 in July alone.

SOUTH & CENTRAL SYRIA

The US imposed new sanctions on individuals and entities in Syria. On 28 July, the
US released the second wave of targeted sanctions under the Caesar Act. President
100AAI0 OTT ATA *T3 pst Division officials were among the 14 individuals and
entities sanctioned in the latest list.10 Since the passage of the Caesar Act, the
sanctions have been controversial. Supporters argue that new sanctions reduce

8 https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/404390

9 Pro-GoS or GoS-backed militias refer to armed groups that are funded or in some way supported
by GoS and coordinate with or fight alongside GoS armed forces, but are not part of the state-run
military.

10 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/29/us-imposes-sanctions-on-son-of-syrias-
president-bashar-al-assad
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