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NORTHWEST SYRIA

On 3 December, Government of Syria (GoS) forces re-captured Ajaz, Istablat, Ras
al Ward, and Suruj villages from the opposition’s National Liberation Front (NLF)Z
after a surprise and brief take-over of these areas by the NLF in late November.
GoS also advanced in western areas of Um al Tinah a day later (Figure 2). No
further advances were recorded for the remainder of the reporting period.

Figure 2: GoS advances in Idleb this week. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.
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Civilians demonstrated against HTS rule in Idleb City, Maraat al Numan, and
Sarageb on 29 November and 6 December. Friday protests against HTS and its
civilian body, the Salvation Government, have been increasingly common in the
latter half of 2019. They are often held in areas with a strong
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Figure 4: Conflict levels in southern Syria in 2019. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.

A new GoS militia formed in Moadamiyah al Sham. The “Capital Shields” group will
be under the
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Republican Guard Corps (IRGC)-linked sites near Al Bukamal town on 4 and 7
December. These are the eighth and ninth airstrikes against Iranian targets in Al
Bukamal since early September.

On 4 December, GoS forces and the Iranian-aligned Liwa al Bagir clashed in
Salhiyyah town. It is unclear the reason behind the brief armed clashes, with such
conflicts uncommon for the area. Just three previous cases of clashes between
Iranian-aligned groups and GoS forces have been recorded in ACLED data in Deir
Ez Zor Governorate since January 2018.14

Please note, that weekly conflict summaries will pause for the remainder of 2019
and resume in 2020.
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