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15 April

ISIS gunmen killed two GoS Military Security officers in Nawa, northern Dara’a
Governorate.l2 The next day, ISIS issued a statement claiming responsibility for
the attack.13

16 April

Russian armed forces reportedly conducted 30 airstrikes against ISIS fighters in
the Badia desert region of Syria, particularly in Hama and Ar-Raqga
Governorates,14 and destroyed multiple ISIS vehicles and headquarters.1s

17 April

ISIS claimed responsibility for killing 2 Russian soldiers in Al-Sokhna, Homs
Governorate.16 The same day, the SDF and U.S. armed forces arrested an ISIS
fighter in Shihel, Deir-ez-Zor Governorate.1”

Armed Group Announcement

On 14 April, a new opposition military council calling itself the “Sons of the South
Military Brigade” was reportedly formed in southern Syria. The new council
announced its alignment with the goals of the Syrian revolution, while stressing
that it is not affiliated with any party or armed faction.’® The new armed group
stated its opposition to Iran’s presence in southern Syria.1® However, some former
opposition leaders claimed that no such military council exists in Dara’a
Governorate.20

NORTHEAST SYRIA

12 https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/474302 , https://tinyurl.com/vajs94s8
13 https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/474774

14 https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/474358, https://tinyurl.com/t7avnyhu
15 https://tinyurl.com/bzyb4fw

16 https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/474784, https://tinyurl.com/4zssbrdd
17 https://npasyria.com/en/57750/

18 https://tinyurl.com/dbf3bdhb
19 https://tinyurl.com/tcav8nbt

20 https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/474195
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Figure 4: Forced conscriptions and arrests in SDF-controlled territory 12-18 April 2021. Data from
The Carter Center and ACLED.

Conscription in Northeast Syria

In 2019, the KAA adopted a controversial conscription law for all territories under
its control. 21 The Syrian Network For Human Rights has claimed that the
conscription of teachers has deprived half a million students of a proper
education. 22 Additionally, people in the region have argued that the forcible
recruitment and arrests by the SDF have disrupted economic life.23 The KAA has
also complained about the continuing use of GoS curriculum in schools in the area.
Teachers have argued that the use of GoS curriculum is necessary for purposes of
recognition by other educational institutions in Syria.24

12 April
The KAA dismissed dozens of teachers in Ar-Raqga city after the teachers
reportedly refused to be conscripted.2>

13 April
The SDF forcibly conscripted 25 young men in Mansura, Jurneyyeh, and other
towns across Ar-Raqqga Governorate.26

18 April
The SDF arrested 4 teachers in Al-Tagba, western Ar-Ragga Governorate,?? for
continuing to use the GoS curriculum, as well as for violating the COVID-19 curfew.

21 https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2021/02/conscription-by-sdf-agonizing-ragga-
residents/

22 https://sn4hr.org/blog/2021/02/19/55948/
23 https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2021/02/syria-conscription-sdf-is-army-

volunteer.html?emailaddress=hariprasad%40gwu.edu#

24
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