OCCASIONAL REPORT ON VENEZUELA'S
POLITICAL ELECTORAL CONTEXT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report includes a summary of some of the






mixed reactions among political actors and civil society members, alike (see
Carter Center report, December 2014). In an interview, outgoing CNE Rector
Vicente Diaz (see note) demanded that the Constitutional Court make a ruling on
the appeal for interpretation filed by Un NuevoTiempo partyDeputy Stalin
Gonzalez, demanding that the court rule on the provisional nature of the
appointments (see video). At the time that this report was published, the
Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court had not yet ruled on the matter.
According to sources consulted by the Carter Center at the CNE Rectors’ Office,
the Constitutional Court’s decision clearly stipulates that the new rectors are to
serve out their seven-year terms as specified in Article 296.3

Aside from the controversy over the temporary nature of the new CNE rector
appointments, former Rector Diaz stressed that, despite reservations over this issue,
progress made in the electoral management body’s institutional framework over recent
years affords enough guarantees for citizens to get out and vote with confidence in the
next parliamentary elections. The name of Rector Luis Emilio Rondon was also proposed
by the opposition, he added. Therefore, according to Diaz, he will be representing that
sector’s voice at the CNE.

From the ruling party side, PSUV Deputy Tania Diaz attributed opposition
criticism of the appointment process for new rectors to a sabotage attempt, behind
which “U.S. interests” would eventually be discovered. Similar arguments were made in
a newspaper article (see note) by PSUV Deputy and former Electoral Nominations
Committee member Earle Herrera.

From opposition sectors, former presidential candidate Henrique Capriles, ina
press conference held on January 14, chose to focus the public’s attention on the
upcoming parliamentary elections, thus downplaying the importance of the various
circumstances associated with the electoral official renewal process. Elections, he said,
“are won by voters, not by rectors.” On parliamentary election day, he added, “all polling
station witnesses must feel as if they were CNE rectors” (see note).

Meanwhile, civil society, through the NGOs of CiudadaniaActiva (Active
Citizenship), CompromisaCiudadano(Citizen Commitment), ComunidanasGrupolLa
Colina(The “La Colind Group) and Sumate(Join Up), in a joint press release rejected the
appointment of Rectors Tibisay Lucena and Sandra Oblitas by the TSJ Constitutional
Chamber since, according



organizations expressed reservations about their appointment due to their links to the
ruling party. The press release signatories urged the next National Assembly to
reestablish the institutional framework for the Electoral Power by appointing and
swearing in new rectors, so that they will be “authentic representatives



Vice-President may last as long as three and a half years and these officials are eligible
for reappointment.”

CNE Governing Body 2015-2018

During the induction session, rectors were selected to form the National
Electoral Council’s three “subordinate bodiesNat and









Meanwhile, MUD Secretary General Jesus Torrealba spoke in similar terms in
two public statements on January23 and 24. In a manifesto issued on January 23, the
MUD called for political unity among the opposition, defining values and principles for
“aunited Venezuela” (see manifesto),*s while the following day in what was dubbed the
“empty pots” march, Torrealba, together with other opposition leaders stressed the
importance of the call to unite (see note).

Yet at the publication date of this report, opposition forces do not appear to have
developed a political agenda or an electoral action plan that would include the
comprehensive mobilization of opposition forces, as announced by Torrealba. The fact
that Henrique Capriles was not among the list of speakers at the January 24 march



The difficult economic situation that Venezuela is undergoing has inspired a
number of social and political actors to reintroduce appeals for the resumption of
dialogue between the highest levels of government and the various political sectors in
Venezuelan society.

The Venezuelan Episcopal Conference, in a communiqué issued on January 12,
openly criticized the Maduro administration, attributing the cause of the crisis to the
decision of the government and other governmental bodies to impose “a Marxist
socialist or communist political-economic system,” which doesn’t exist in the
constitution. He further labeled the governance system as “totalitarian” and “centralist”
characterizing it as a system committed to the restriction of individual freedoms and the
ruin of countries wherever it has been put into practice. Based on this analysis, the
episcopate advocated opening up “effective dialogue
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http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150122/mujica-maduro-volvio-a-polarizar-y-dejo-por-fuera-la-mitad-del-pais
http://albaciudad.org/wp/index.php/2015/01/maduro-a-expresidentes-pinera-calderon-y-pastrana-vienen-a-apoyar-un-golpe-de-estado-video/
http://www.laestrelladeloriente.com/index.php/noticias/todas-las-categorias/internacional/item/18140-gobierno-chileno-apoya-visita-de-expresidente-pinera-a-opositores-venezolanos
http://www.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/150122/discurso-presidencial-estuvo-condicionado-por-un-escenario-abstencioni
http://www.correodelorinoco.gob.ve/politica/venezuela-rechaza-declaraciones-canciller-republica-chile-heraldo-munoz/
http://www.minrel.gov.cl/cancilleria-responde-declaraciones-de-venezuela/minrel/2015-01-13/220825.html
http://www.minrel.gov.cl/cancilleria-responde-declaraciones-de-venezuela/minrel/2015-01-13/220825.html



http://www.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/actualidad/mundo/cancilleria-colombiana-pide-liberacion-de-lopez-y-.aspx#ixzz3QAWVEo6P
http://albaciudad.org/wp/index.php/2015/01/cancilleria-declaraciones-de-colombia-en-defensa-de-pastrana-son-un-retroceso-peligroso-en-relaciones-entre-ambos-paises/
http://www.derechos.org.ve/2015/01/22/27632/
http://www.correodelorinoco.gob.ve/nacionales/conformaran-equipo-especial-dialogo-y-asesoria-estado-mayor-economico/
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