Public Health Service
Centers for Disease Control
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES and Prevention (CDC)

Memorandum

Date:. December 11, 2000

From: WHO Caollaborating Center for

Research, Training and Eradication of Dracunculiasis
Subject: GUINEA WORM WRAP-UP # 108
To: Addressees

Detect Every Case (within 24 hours), Contain Every Worm (immediately)!

The goal of the global campaign to eradicate dracunculiasis is to stop transmission of this disease in all countries outside
Sudan by 31 December 2001. The 17,146 cases of dracunculaisis reported from these 12 countries so far in 2000 is an
indication of how close we are to achieving that goal. Efforts to stop transmission of dracunculiasis now will determine
whether we achieve the goal. Ensuring that we finish this part of the job by the end of 2001 will require obtaining the
highest level of palitical support and undivided attention to all technical details. The resources and technical know-how
necessary to achieve the goal are available, but the urge to finish the job must become a national and international
priority. Theendisin sight. Do your part! Onwards!!

FIVE COASTAL COUNTRIES REDUCE CASESBY -66% IN OCTOBER

In October, the southern West African countries of Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ghana and Cote d'Ivoire collectively reduced their
cases of dracunculiasis by —66%, from 1,461 cases in October 1999 to 496 cases in October 2000. The individual reductions
for the five countries in October were —44%, -85%, -81%, -74%, and —79%, respectively. Thisis especially significant since
all five

countries have begun or are about to begin their peak transmission season. All who care about this campaign will be eager to
see November’s results for these five countries. (Nigeria reports a reduction of -69% in November; Togo —-67%.) The monthly
reductions for al remaining endemic countries outside of Sudan are illustrated in Figure 1. The cumulative reductions for all
countries so far this year are summarized in Figure 5, and the total number of cases so far in Figure 4.
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