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Carter Center Contact in Atlanta: Paige Rohe, prohe@emory.edu, +1-
404-420-5129

His Excellency Engineer Essa Al Maidoor, Chairman of Noor Dubai Foundatio, former U.S.
President Jimmy Carter, and Dr. John Hardman, President and CEO of The Carter Center
signed the memorandum today in the presence of Dr. Manal Taryam, CEO and board
member of Noor Dubai Foundation.

Al Maidoor emphasized on the significance of this three-year partnership that aims to
make meaningful contribution towards eliminating blinding trachoma, a devastating but
easily preventable disease. Trachoma is highly prevalent in Ethiopia's Amhara Region, and
The Carter Center implements a set of World Health organization-endorsed strategies,
known as the SAFE strategy to reduce the disease including: antibiotics to treat active
infections, encouraging hand and face-washing through health education, building latrines
to improve environmental sanitation, and surgeries to save the sight of people suffering
from the advanced, blinding stages of the disease.
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Noor Dubai’s new funding will support the distribution of approximately 54 million doses
of donated antibiotics to treat active trachoma by 2017 and help address the severe
backlog of thousands of surgeries needed to prevent immediate blindness from trachoma.

Al Maidoor said that Noor Dubai will contribute USD 1,200,000 to support this cause in
Ethiopia in partnership with The Carter Center, which is a nongovernmental, not-for-profit
organization that has helped to improve the quality of life for people in more than 70
countries and we are proud to associate with them for this cause.

As per the MoU the two sides will provide treatment to 18 million individuals who are
facing the risk of developing trachoma in Ethiopia.
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